work on it further is, of course, not known 5 the nature of possible additions and revisions is not clear, for one can see many avenues for change.
Noble may have been drawn to Donne's biography through what he seems to have recognized as a sentimental similarity in their lives. Noble, who had inherited a modest fortune (as had Donne) , was indentured to a solicitor in Birmingham. His own legal activities were shortlived, for he had a greater interest in history and literature. Donne, too, studied law and wrote various items while in others' employ before entering the ministry. Noble was ordained in 1781, was married, and held various curacies and livings. He was elected F. S. A. on 1 March 1781. His first significant piece of writing was Memoirs of the Protectorat House of Cromwell in 17845 it brought him to the attention of Lord Leicester (later Marquis of Townshend), who became his patron. Noble was appointed his chaplain. Donne was urged by James I to take orders because of his PseudoMartyr, it is reported, and he often preached before the king. With the king's influence Donne became Dean of St. Paul's Cathedral, and in a kind of parallel, Noble, through Leicester and the Earl of Sandwich, became rector of Barming, Kent, in 1786. He produced a three-volume continuation of James Granger's Biographical History of England in 1806. He died at Barming on 26 May 1827 and was buried in the parish church.
The Dictionary of National Biography asserts, "His ignorance of English grammar and composition renders his books hard to read and occasionally unintelligible, while the moral reflections with which they abound are puerile." This can be easily seen in his remarks on Donne. The similarity of a legal career, replaced by more or less literary activity, and the ensuing clerical life provokes approving comments. The romantic fiction that has grown up around Donne's courtship and marriage with Ann More, her frequent motherhood, and her death in childbirth strikes strong sentimental currents in Noble, an obviously doting husband. He is mawkish in picturing true love coming through all adversity and fidelity in death. He speculates -erroneously-on such purposely nostalgic acts as Donne's preaching his first sermon in the church where Ann was buried. He adds nothing essential to Donne's biography, whether fact or suggestion, for this is a cento of source material. But no bibliography or biography of Donne mentions this study, and there is in the approach to compilation an important point, worthy of note, and in the very existence of this life a significant comment on Donne's reputation.
What Noble has tried to accomplish is to pull together many printed items dealing with Donne, his life and his works, often with citation of source, but without the expected scholarly information and without completeness or precision. Among his sources are not just the obvious ones-like Izaak Walton, his main fund of information, who continues to serve modern biographers in the same way, or like biographical dictionaries-but a number of genealogical and antiquarian books dealing often with those related to Donne. Here, because of his own interests, Noble is more explicit in describing the backgrounds, residences, lives and activities of those around the poet and divine. Donne biographers, however, could have learned much from Noble's amateurism, for today the standard biography is still Edmund Gosse's The Life and Letters of John Donne (London, 1899) , two volumes, although a promised (and supposedly completed) biography by the late Robert C. Bald should appear soon under the editorship of W. Milgate. Gosse has given us almost no picture of the circles in which Donne travelled and has in a most unscholarly manner skipped over some of the items that Noble dwells on-like the More family and discrepancies in various accounts. More recent articles and studies have investigated specific details of the life, Bald's Donne and the Drurys (Cambridge, 1959) being the only item filling in an important segment to the extent that it should be. Noble's approach derives from his own activities and antiquarian interests, and he loses sight of the object of his investigation too often, but it is an important point in this compilation since it does have value for a full view of Donne's life and since it has been missing from most Donne studies to date.
It used to be commonplace to believe that Donne was not read or known during the latter part of the seventeenth century, the eighteenth, or most of the nineteenth. But Joseph E. Duncan, among others, has dispelled that idea in The Revival of Metaphysical Poetry (University of Minnesota Press, 1959) , for he discusses Coleridge's and Browning's remarks and poems on Donne, as well as others' in the last century. Perhaps the belief grew because of the few appearances of Donne's poetry (virtually none of the prose) after 1669 and before Alexander Grosart's edition in 1872 (most scholars knowing only the edition of 1719), and because Samuel Johnson omitted both the poetry and the life of Donne from his well-known 1779 collection of the English poets and their lives. If Noble's work does nothing else, it indicates that there had been more reading and citing of Donne and much commentary on him and his work than has been thought in these years before 1821. It indicates that he himself-one who might not be especially drawn to Donne's kind of poetry-found something of poetical interest first and then of genealogical concern. Noble remarks that "the sense in his Poetry none can deny," although his poetic preferences seem to lie in the precise heroic couplets of Edmund Waller and Alexander Pope. Noble was a rather ordinary man of his times, rather than one of the literati, despite his own writing efforts, and thus his attention to Donne suggests a more ordinary and generalized reputation and reading public than we have been led to believe.
The present edition of Noble's remarks on Donne are transcribed verbatim, with original pages, corrections, and the like in brackets, and with line numbers added for note reference. Noble's notes are appended to the fifteen-page text, also verbatim and with original pages indicated. Next follow my notes and commentary first on Noble's basic text, referred to by page and line number, and second on his notes. I have attempted to track down his sources and citations, to explicate what he says, and to correct him where necessary or supply information from the most recent research. A very few items remain questionable. Besides a complete scholarly biography, such as will undoubtedly appear under Bald's name, Donne studies need new scholarly texts of much of the prose, an edition of the letters to and from Donne (with a full discussion of them and the correspondents), a task that I. A. Shapiro has been engaged on for many years, a catalogue of life records such as J. Milton French assembled for John Milton (five volumes, Rutgers University Press, 1949 -1958 , a careful and complete bibliography particularly for the seventeenth, eighteenth, and earlier nineteenth centuries, and a valid evaluation of him during those centuries. It is in this latter study that Noble's "curious particulars" will prove helpful.
[title page] SOME / Curious Particulars / of / The very learned and 2
Reverend poetic praise, in fine he was the admiration and praise of all. Sir Robert Drury took him to Paris where we are favoured with a foolish story about his seeing the ghost of Mrs Donne his wife, of his sending to learn whether she was in health, and it was found that she had been premature delivered. Such tales do now only for the Nursery. 15
Grown grave from dissappointments his mind took a bias to Divinity. In 1610 he was incorporated M. A. at Oxford. He had received the same degree at Cambridge.
In this year he published a religious tract to prove the lawfulness of all to take the oaths of allegiance and supremacy. JAMES I. had been solicited 20 to give him some secular employment, but from this time he determined to provide for him in the church. The vessel seemed now to ride in peace, and to stere to a safe haven, when behold the new Divine experienced the greatest calamity he had ever at anytime known, or that ever could befall him: no sooner had he returned from Cambridge, than Mrs Donne, his most faithful companion, 35 friend, and wife died upon the birth of her 12th child. We seldom find so much affection in wedded love as in this pair. She shewed uncommon penetration in selecting such a person as Donne in preference to some high born men who could be supposd to possess his attainments.
[ Finding himself growing near his end he sent for a portrait painter, and having had a board made into the form of an urn, he sent for a shroud, put it on, and standing in it with only a space left for his face he was painted with his eyes closed, death never was more accurately expressed. This board exactly of the same height as himself he had placed on the side of 25 his bed. This was an admonition to prepare for the tomb which very few would have chosen for a morning and evening sight. "His melting eye shewed that he had a set Heart, full of noble compassion, of too brave a soul to suffer injuries, and too much a Christian 35 not to pardon them in others. "He did much contemplate (especially after he had entered into his sacred calling) the Mercies of Almighty GOD. the Immo[r] tality of the soul, and the Joys of Heaven, and would often say, blessed be GOD, that he is GOD divinely like himself. 40 "He was by nature highly passionate, but more apt to reluct at the Excesses of it, a great lover of the offices of Humanity, and of so merciful spirit, that he never beheld the Miseries of Mankind without Pity and Relief [.] "He was earnest and unwearied in the search of Knowledge with which his vigorous soul is now satisfied and employed in a continual Praise of that GOD that first breathed it into his active Body which was once a Temple of the Holy Ghost and is now become a small Quantity of Christian Dust [.] 5 "But I shall see it reanimated." I do not believe that Britain had so much intelligence in any individual as was in Dr Donne, nor do I think anyone was more strictly pious or virtuous: his literary labour exceed[s] credibility, but we know what constant study will do. The period in which he lived was against that ease 10 and grace which the learned have attained. To JOHN DONNE.
The STORME described hath set thy name afloat, Thy CALME a gale of famous winde hath got: Thy SATYRS short too soone we them o'er look, 30 I prithee, Persius, write another booke.
"In M.S. he left The RESULTANCE of 1400 Authors most of them abridged and analysed with his own hand. All the business likewise that passed of any public consequence, either in this, or many of our neighbouring nations, he abbreviated in Latin, or in the languag of that nation, and kept 35 them by him for useful memorials. So he did the copies of divers letters and cases of conscience, that had concerned his friends, with his observations and solutions of them, and diverse other matters of importance all particularly and methodically digested by him. 
THE JOURNAL OF THE
22: That is, prior to his marriage to Elizabeth Hey wood, sister of the Roman Catholic martyr Jasper Heywood. They may have been married in the mid-1560's. 23-24: The Welsh connection was started by Walton. Edmund Gosse notes possible but uncertain Welsh relations, I, 4-5. 27-28: Donne's coat of arms (listed for "Dun" in 1606) and used by his son (see Noble's remark, p. 15, note) was an azure field with a silver wolf standing up, its shoulder showing an ermine spot. The "charging" of an ermine spot, in the description on p. 15, note, is used to distinguish the specific heraldic arms from those of others named Donne. The coat of arms described here by Noble was used by a Don (or Doon) and by Sir Daniel Donne cited below. This coat of arms has an azure background with a silver wolf rising up, its fangs showing in a different color, and its red tongue displayed. 28-30: Referring to a Latin poem entitled "To Mr George Herbert, with one of my Seales, of the Anchor and Christ," first published in the 1650 edition of the Poems along with an erroneous anonymous translation, of which these are the first two lines. The new arms depicted Christ upon an anchor j they were first used on a letter to Sir Edward Herbert, dated 23 January 1615, the day that 
